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SUMMARY 

Boston Borough Council is working with partners to submit an application for the town to receive City 

Status as part of a competition launched to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next year. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. To agree that Boston Borough Council will submit an application for the town to receive City Status 

as part of the competition to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. 

2. To delegate authority to Cllr Richard Austin in consultation with Michelle Sacks to approve and 

submit the application for City Status by the deadline of 8th December 2021.  

 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

To instil civic pride in Boston, highlight and promote its heritage and its worldwide connections, and 

increase investment opportunities for economic growth. 

 

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

No other options were considered given the deadline for the bid submission. 

Guidance was sought on the eligibility of Boston becoming a Royal Borough. Places have to be explicitly 

granted or confirmed the use of the title "royal" by royal charter, letters patent or similar instrument issued 

by the monarch. Since 1926 the entitlement to the title "royal borough" has been strictly enforced. 

 



REPORT 

1.0 Introduction 

1.1 City status in the United Kingdom is granted by the monarch of the United Kingdom to a select group 

of communities: as of 2014, there are 69 cities in the United Kingdom – 51 in England, six in Wales, 

seven in Scotland and five in Northern Ireland. Although it carries no special rights, the status of city 

can be a marker of prestige and confer local pride. 

1.2 Other places intending on applying in 2021 include: Bangor, Irvine, Merthyr Tydfil, Oban, Guildford, 

Warrington, Southend-on-Sea, Newport, Reading, Dudley, Swindon, Medway, Wrexham and 

Middlesbrough. 

1.3 Boston Borough Council is working with partners to submit an application for the town to receive City 

Status as part of a competition launched to celebrate Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee next 

year. Letters of support have been received to date from Boston Police Station, Chestnut Homes, the 

Boston Town Deal Board, NHS CCG, Euroflow, Haven High, Boston College and the Coaching Inn 

Group. 

1.4 Boston’s City Status application supports the following priorities in Boston’s Corporate Strategy: 

1.5 Priority 1 – People Focussed: City Status will raise the profile of Boston as a place to live, visit and 

invest in. We will use it to work collaboratively to support improvements to the area’s connectivity, 

through transport and broadband. It will support Boston’s ambition to be a leading visitor destination 

by highlighting its wealth of heritage assets and worldwide connections, as well as building on its arts, 

culture and events opportunities.  

1.6 Priority 2 – Future Prosperity, Regeneration and Inclusive Growth: City Status for Boston will support 

the Town Investment Plan (Town Deal) and bolster the growth objectives as a regional sub-centre of 

the County – championing skills development and learning, supporting businesses, promoting trade 

and inward investment opportunities, and equipping Boston and its centre for the future (adapting 

to the changes on the high street and recovery from the Covid impact on retail, leisure and 

hospitality). 

1.7 Why apply? In June 2011, the BBC published an article - ‘Why do towns want to become cities?’ - 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-13841482  

The article referenced Dr Steve Musson from the University of Reading and his research on the 

economic impact of city status. He stated: “Bidding for city status is often linked to bigger 

regeneration and promotion programmes that will continue in the future.” – 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/news-archive/press-releases/pr437981.html  

2.0 Application 

2.1 There are five parts to the application, which include a summary, an introduction highlighting why 

the area deserves city status, a profile of the area to incorporate statistics, up to 50 photographs of 

permanent features and a detailed map of the area showing the main tourist, leisure and 

entertainment sites and green spaces accessible to the public as well as the main transport routes. 

2.2 The first of two primary elements of the application will be on the summary – highlighting why the 

area deserves city status and include the following: 

• Distinct identity; 

• Civic pride; 

• Cultural infrastructure, interesting heritage, history and traditions 

• Vibrant and welcoming community; 

• Record of innovation; 

• Sound governance and administration; 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-13841482
https://www.reading.ac.uk/news-archive/press-releases/pr437981.html


• Associations with Royalty; and 

• Other particularly distinctive features, age, residents or communities who have made widely 

recognised significant contributions to society and cultural infrastructure. 

2.3 The second focus of the application is on the profile of the area, including statistics, to assist 

understanding of the area and its bid in comparison to the bids of other applicants. Information 

includes: 

• The resident population of the area; 

• Economic activity, including the number of people who work (but do not reside) in the area; 

• Information on public green spaces, sport and leisure facilities, and shopping centres; and 

• Information on local authority support (of any kind) for the voluntary sector. 

2.4 The strength of our bid in response to the focus of the application will arise from the following points: 

• Boston is a European melting pot for people and enterprise, it is an active port drawing on the 

historical traditions of England as global maritime nation. 

• In population terms Boston would fit comfortably within the family of small heritage cities using 

the population for the Built Up Area. Boston has a bigger population than: Lichfield, Ely, Truro, 

Ripon and Wells all of which are signature small heritage cities and it has a population which is 

on a par with Salisbury. 

• Boston is projected to grow rapidly in terms of its population. A growth from 2018 of 14% 

compared to a projected growth for England of 8.5% and Lincolnshire of 9%.  

• Boston has become home to a settled population of successful migrant workers and almost 50% 

(44.7) of live births in the area are to non UK born mothers. This puts the area much more on a 

par with other major city centres of enterprise such as London, Birmingham and Manchester 

and centres of learning such as Oxford and Cambridge (both of which have over 50% live births 

to non UK born mothers), than its hinterland. (ONS 2020). 

• The core driver for economic growth in Boston is food. Boston is an international food hub. For 

every one job in food processing in England there are 5 in Boston. There are now relatively few 

major settlements in England that are so strongly associated with one core industry which 

defines them in such a positive way. (BRES 2020). 

• Boston is a hard working town, we benchmarked Boston’s relative economic performance 

against the comparator towns based on its nearest local authority audit family group. 

• Moving onto physical characteristics, Boston has a nationally significant cluster of heritage 

buildings (590 in the town and its hinterland – Historic England 2021). These are testament to 

its history of once being the largest port in England and a key node in the Hanseatic League of 

pan European trading cities in the Middle Ages. Boston is also home to St Botolphs Church, 

which is the largest Parish Church in England. 

• Its recent success with funded initiatives include ‘Inclusive Boston’, the Towns Fund and 
Community Champions Fund, Townscape Heritage and Transported.  

• Boston is also the major service centre for the East of Lincolnshire. It has an acute hospital 

which serves a catchment of approaching 300,000 people. 

• Notwithstanding these strong points Boston does have significant deprivation and City Status 
would be a considerable spur to recognising and helping to build civic provide in overcoming a 
number of these challenges.  

• The level of deprivation, much of which is masked by Boston’s relatively modest population 
scale and isolated nature in an estuarine peripheral location in the East Midlands, is more 
comparable with core cities and very large towns than the hinterland of Boston. It again 
demonstrates the challenges on a relative scale which are more akin to a city than a rural town. 
There is a very wide literature which demonstrates how civic pride and external recognition can 
function as powerful drivers for addressing challenges of this level. 

 
  



 
3.0 Resourcing 

3.1 Minimal budget requirement; the Government is asking local authorities to submit their entries in a 

standard size and format. This is intended to help local authorities minimise the expense of entering 

the competitions and to provide the Government with a fair basis for comparison and assessment of 

the entries received. 

3.2 Promotional activities can be integrated into existing contracts, including the Pride of Place work and 

the Town Deal PR and Communications support. 

3.3 Resource and information has been gathered from: 

o Support from the Communications team 

o Boston Town Deal Board 

o Social Change (Empowering Healthy Communities) and the Community Champion Network 

o Local Businesses 

o Transported, Boston BIG Local and Community Groups 

3.4 An internal project team was established and has met regularly to support the preparation of the bid 

and to enable communications and engagement.  

3.5 Planned communication/engagement commenced with Boston’s intention to apply for City Status.  

It was launched in July and was picked up by Lincolnshire Live: www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-

news/town-boston-city-status-bid-5619983 

Further media coverage has included: 

https://www.itv.com/news/calendar/2021-09-14/calls-for-boston-to-become-lincolnshires-second-

city 

https://www.lincolnshirelive.co.uk/news/local-news/a-first-class-market-town-5684221  

https://thelincolnite.co.uk/2021/07/boston-city-council-preparing-bid-to-earn-city-status/ 

https://lincolnshiretoday.net/mag/boston-to-develop-bid-for-city-status/ 

A partnership approach to Boston’s application has utilised existing and established networks, 

including the Boston Town Deal Board, Boston Borough Council communications team and the 

Community Champion Network. 

4.0 Timeline 

4.1 Boston launched its intention to apply for City Status at the beginning of July: 

www.mybostonuk.com/boston-to-develop-bid-for-city-status-for-the-queens-platinum-jubilee 

4.2 Milestones: 

o Internal team ‘working group’ established – 20 June 2021 

o Group Leaders briefing – 24 August 2021 

o Boston Town Deal Board – 9 September 2021 

o Stakeholder Engagement – September/October 2021 

o Cabinet Briefing – 29 September 2021 

o Cabinet – 20 October 2021 

o Council– 22 November 2021 

4.3 End date: Application deadline is 8 December 2021. 
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5.0 CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 Inputs: Officer time and utilising existing information, resource and external contracts/partnerships. 

Activities: Stakeholder meetings, promotion at existing events, multi-media approach to PR and 
communications. 
 

5.2 Outputs/outcomes/intended impacts: Application for City Status for Boston submitted by the 
deadline of 8th December. Supporting Boston’s Corporate Strategy Priorities, as identified above. 

 
5.3 It is recommended that Councillor Richard Austin in consultation with Michelle Sacks have delegated 

responsibility to approve and submit the application for City Status by 8th December.  
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Minimal budget requirement; the Government is asking local authorities to submit their entries in a 

standard size and format, to help local authorities minimise the expense of entering the competitions and 

to provide the Government with a fair basis for comparison and assessment of the entries received. 

 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

None arising from the report. 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

None arising from the report.  

 

EQUALITY AND SAFEGUARDING IMPLICATIONS 

None arising from the report. 

 

OTHER IMPLICATIONS  

None arising from the report. 

 

CONSULTATION 

 Group Leaders were briefed on 24 August 2021. 

 Cabinet Briefing took place on 29th September 2021. 

 Community Leaders Event on Monday 4th October 2021. 

 Boston Town Deal Board briefing on 13th October 2021. 

 

APPENDICES 

There are no appendices for this report. 

 

 



 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

No background papers as defined in Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 were used in the 

production of this report. 

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THIS REPORT 

A report on this item has not been previously considered by a Council body. 

 

REPORT APPROVAL  

Report author: Lydia Rusling, Assistant Director for Economic Growth 

Signed off by: Deputy Chief Executive (Growth) 

Approved for publication: Cllr Richard Austin 

 


